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Example definitions of Irrigation Return Flow



Typical irrigation return flow diagram



Consumptive and non-consumptive use

WAC 173-500-050. Definitions.

“Consumptive use” means use of water whereby 
there is a diminishment of the water source.

“Nonconsumptive use” is a type of water use 
where wither there is no diversion from a source 
body, or where there is no diminishment of the 
source.



Conservation in the Water Code

“Conservation encouraged” or “water use 
efficiency encouraged”  - 3 times
• RCW 90.46.005 
• RCW 90.54.020
• RCW 90.54.180

Other references to reducing wasteful 
practices, implementing conservation projects
• Ch. 90.03, 90.44, 90.90, 90.94 RCW



Examples of consumptive and non-consumptive 

water use by various water users





Yakima Basin irrigation districts, drains 

and waste ways



USBR - Columbia Basin Irrigation Project



Irrigation Districts and Drainage Basins



CBP  - an Agriculture Powerhouse



Columbia – Snake River direct pumpers

John Day, McNary pools



Irrigation Water Management Savings 

Analysis

Source material from:
Columbia-Snake River Irrigators Association – 2012
Benton/Franklin Conservation Districts – 2012
Pacific Groundwater Group - 2012
IRZ Consulting, LLC - 2004



Thank you - Questions?


